The Physical Setting
Sudan we have not yet recognised any of the early
palaeozoic formations, so it cannot be definitely stated
that these rocks are pre-Cambrian. We know from
evidence in Egypt that the rocks are much older than
the Carboniferous and the presumption is that they are
pre-Cambrian.
(b) The term Nubian Sandstone Series has been applied
to formations which, while resembling one another, have
been found to be  widely different in  age.    The series
comprises white and buff-coloured soft sandstones inter-
bedded with  white  or grey mudstones  or rarely clay.
The character of these beds shows that they were laid
down in an ocean or large lake.    The presence of gravel
indicates that there  were  at times strong currents, so
presumably the  water  was  shallow.    The  rocks  rarely
contain   conspicuous   flakes   of  mica.    The  only fossils
hitherto found are plant remains, usually in the form of
a silicified wood but more rarely there are impressions
of leaves and stems.    The silicified wood is not of much
assistance in determining the age of the formation but
leaf impressions are most valuable.    Those from the rock
at J. Dirra in Darfur have proved to be of Lower Cret-
aceous age.    The absence or rarity of either marine or
fresh water fossils such as molluscs, Crustacea, etc., is
remarkable.    None have yet been found in the Sudan,
and their absence might suggest that conditions at the
time of the  deposition of the Nubian  Sandstone were
unfavourable to the existence of animal life.    It may be
that the shells and all traces of such fossils have been
destroyed.    Nubian  Sandstone extends northwards into
Egypt where some beds have been found to interdigitate
with marine beds of Upper Cretaceous age.    In Abyssinia
typical  Nubian   Sandstone  is   older  than  the  Jurassic
Antalo Limestone which rests on it.   The Nubian Sand-
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